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In conclusion, I would say, that whilst desirous loyally to abide by the
award, and to allow it to close the legal and international question in dispute
between the two Governments, I reserve to myself the liberty later on to make
friendly representations to the South African Republic as to the traders, and
possibly to invite the Government to consider whether, when once its legal posi-
tion has been made good, it would not be wise to review the situation from a
new point of view, and decide whether it would not be better in the interests
of its own burghers to treat the Indians more generously, and to free itself frorn
even the appearance of countenancing a trade jealousy which, I have some
reason to believe, does not emanate from the governing class in the Republic.
This was in 1895.
(16)  Owing,  then,  to  such representations,  which  continued up to
the time of the war, the Law in question was never effectively enforced,
and Indians traded and lived where they liked, in spite of the prohibition
contemplated by it.
(17)  But an enforcement of the Law being imminent in 1899, it was,
among other things, a subject for discussion at the Bloemfontein Confe-
rence, which preceded the war. The subject   was considered  so impor-
tant   by   Lord    Milner that,  when   the   question of franchise to the
Uitlanders   seemed  to   admit  of   a   settlement.   Lord   Milner   cabled
that the question  of  the status of  coloured British   subjects  was   still
outstanding.
(18)  Lord Lansdowne declared that it was a contributory cause of
war.
(19)  At the close of the war, and at the time of the Vereeniging com-
pact, His Majesty's Government informed the Boer representatives that
the status of Coloured persons should be the same in the two Colonies
as at the Cape.
THE POSITION TODAY
(20)  But today the position is worse than before war.
(21)  The Progressive party, from which at least Indians as fellow-
loyalists  and  fellow-sufferers   before  war may claim a fair measure  of
justice, has stated  it   as an item of its programme  that  the liberty of
British Indians should be specifically restricted. If its desires were carried
out,  the position, bad as it is today, would be much worse then.
(22)  From the Dutch party, it is now impossible to expect any mea-
sure of reasonableness.
(23)  Under Responsible Government, then, British Indians and others
similarly situated, unless they are specially protected, stand practically
little chance of justice being done to them.
REMEDY
(24)   It would, therefore, seem that the granting of the franchise to
British Indians would be the most natural means of protecting their in-
terests.
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